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Columbus made his previous voyage of 1492) had been
levelled to the ground and all the buildings and fences
burnt. There were no traces of any of the thirty-eight
Spaniards who had been left behind to garrison this fort,
and the natives who hung about the ruined settlement
were very timid, and fled into the woods at the sight of
the Spaniards.

Columbus, accompanied by several of his officers and
Dr. Chanca, went to see Guakamari, and found him lying
in a hammock of cotton network. He did not attempt
to get out of the hammock, but gave them a courteous
welcome, and explained with much feeling, and no doubt
a good deal of gesture, how most of the Spaniards had
died of disease, while the remainder had left the fortified
settlement in search of gold mines and had been killed
by the natives in the interior, the remainder being attacked
and slain in the half-deserted fort. Guakamari then made
a present of gold to Columbus, many precious stones of
different colours, probably of no value, and a cap orna-
mented with similar coloured stones. The surgeon of the
fleet and Dr. Chanca told Guakamari that they were skilled
in the treatment of all human ills, and wished him to show
them the wound in his leg. To this he consented, and
then the doctors suggested it would be better to examine
the wound outside the house, in the light and a\vay from
the concourse of people. But after untying the bandage
that covered the supposed wound they found no visible
sign of injury, and in fact came to the conclusion that
the story of a wound was a fabrication,

Columbus was puzzled how to act. There clearly had
been signs of a conflict, but he was not able to ascertain
whether the natives under Guakamari had been treacherous,
or whether the main attack on the Spaniards had been